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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, the Earth belongs to
You and everything in it. We look to
You in every season of life’s pilgrimage
because You remain the champion that
initiates and perfects our faith.

Lord, help us to maximize today’s
possibilities with humble and grateful
hearts. Forgive our past faults and fail-
ures and empower us to press forward
with faith toward a productive tomor-
TOwW.

Bless our lawmakers and the mem-
bers of their staffs. May the words of
their lips and the meditations of their
hearts bring glory to You. Let not
life’s weariness or this world’s confu-
sion rob them of their trust in You.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will be
in a period of morning business, with

Senate

(Legislative day of Tuesday, January 3, 2023)

Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Georgia.

Mr. WARNOCK. Madam President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

————

RECOGNIZING THE NEW
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Mr. President,
just a few moments before you assumed
the Chair, Senator MURRAY opened the
Senate as President pro tempore for
the first time. Kudos, congratulations.

She is a great, great Member. She is
the chair of Appropriations and now
PPT, and it was a wonderful thing to
see her open up the Senate for the first
time as PPT. So congratulations to
Senator MURRAY and to all of us for
having such a good President pro tem-
pore.

——————

HOUSE REPUBLICAN AGENDA

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now
on to business, in no time at all, the
House Republicans are off to the
rockiest start of any new majority in
recent memory. Have you ever seen
anything like this? We aren’t even a
month into the new Congress, and al-
ready the House GOP has shown the

American people they have been con-
sumed by chaos, paralyzed by division,
and held captive by the most extreme
elements of their conference.

On their first day of voting—the very
first day—House Republicans decided
their first order of business as the new
majority was to pass legislation mak-
ing it easier for ultrarich tax cheats to
escape accountability. Amazing. That
is their first thing. At the same time,
as they did that, they would blow a
hole—a $100 billion hole—in the deficit
because according to CBO, the amount
of money brought into the Federal
Treasury by closing some of these loop-
holes against tax cheats—very wealthy
tax cheats—would far exceed the ex-
penditure made for the new IRS agents.
The deficit would come down if we
passed this legislation. For all the talk
on the other side about we have got to
bring down the deficit—mot when it
comes to closing loopholes of the
ultrarich and corporations that pay a
smaller percentage than most Ameri-
cans, uh-uh. Wow. Apparently, cutting
taxes for megacorporations and the 1
percent was not enough for Repub-
licans 5 years ago. They did that in the
Trump tax bill. Now they want to
make things even easier for tax cheats.

Then, a few days later, the House Re-
publicans doubled down on their war on
women by passing measures that will
undermine women’s freedom of choice.

Make no mistake, these bills will
never see the light of day in the Sen-
ate. But again, the extreme—the ex-
treme—MAGA fringe element of the
Republican Party seems to be control-
ling the whole entity. We hope that
doesn’t last for long.

We in the Senate will serve as an in-
extinguishable firewall and stop the
anti-woman, anti-health, anti-choice
bills in their tracks. So, right off the
bat, the House Republicans are show-
ing us exactly whose corner they are
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